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PERSPECTIVES OF POLAR BEAR MANAGEMENT IN NUNAVUT, CANADA
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Nunavut is one of the few places on earth where a large carnivorous mammal like the polar bear (Ursus maritimus Phipps) can still roam unrestricted within its natural range. Althought hunted to near extinction by the early 1960s, the polar bear has been a success story largely due to international conservation and management efforts by the 5 polar bear range states Russia, Denmark, Canada, US, and Norway. Nunavut plays a major role in that effort because the jurisdiction is responsible for over half of the World’s polar bears. The polar bear plays an important role in Inuit culture and society, and it continues to be harvested, with all parts of the animal being utilized. The Government of Nunavut works closely with its co-managnement partners to ensure that the polar bear harvest in Nunavut is sustainable, and that new scientific thechniques are developed and employed to manage and mitigate negative impacts on the species. Unfortunately, these immense and effective management efforts remain mostly hidden behind the messages of “doom and gloom prophets” or the misinformation presented to the public by the media. This presentation will give a general overview of Nunavut’s polar bears, polar bear management, and harvest monitoring systems, and will demonstrate how traditional and scientific knowledge is used to ensure the sustainability of polar bear populations for generations to come.
